INTRODUCTION

instance have been usefully investigated by an air survey,
not a name would be added to the map, not a single fact
of anthropological, zoological, or geological and few of
geographical importance be established.

Also there seems something indelicate in the intrusion
of Western machines into these virgin silences; a feeling
not to be confused with the thrill of the unknown, bounded
here by the rim of the inverted bowl of the heavens, or
with the mental stimulus that comes from plans in the
slow process of precarious accomplishment. But all these
things count. And to one who has experienced them, who
has learned to talk with his only companions for months
on end - rude and unlettered brigands of the desert though
they be, and to admire some of their virile qualities, the
camel-back and the long marches go to make the magic of
Arabia.
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